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Information for New International Students
Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)


As an F or J international student, you will become part of the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS).  SEVIS is a national tracking/monitoring system that will allow the United States (U.S.) government to monitor and track various events during your program of study.   

Brevard College is required to provide the following information through SEVIS:



1.
Your name


6.
Date of commencement of studies



2.
Date and place of birth
7.
Degree program and field of study



3.
Country of citizenship

8.       
OPT Occupational Practical Training



4.
Address


9.
Termination date and reason



5.
Status by semester

10.
Documents related to your admission





(Enrolled, not enrolled)


Any violations of your VISA status are reported to the U.S. government.  

SEVIS Fee


The U.S. Department of Homeland Security requires that you pay a $200 SEVIS Fee before applying for an F-1 Visa. Students who are not required to obtain a Visa will be required to pay this fee before entering the United States.  

Fee Payment Process:
· Option #1:  Payment by Credit Card


The Department of Homeland Security has set up a website on the internet to 
accept electronic submission of Form I-901 and payment of the SEVIS Fee using a 
credit card.  Go to www.fmjfee.com and follow the instructions.  




Print out the payment screen to verify your payment and take the payment 



verification printout with you to your Visa interview.

· Option #2:  Payment by Western Union

       
This option allows Western Union, in local currency, to collect the SEVIS Fee.       
More 
instructions for paying using this option can be found on the SEVIS 
website at ice.gov/sevis/i901/.

1. Fill out the Form I-901 online at www.fmjfee.com. A payment coupon will be generated upon completion of the form.
2. Print a copy of the payment coupon and take it to your local Western Union.
3. Fill out the Quick Collect/Quick Pay Form according to the information found at the bottom of the printed coupon. Example below:

            

Company Name (or Code City):      SEVISFEE

      


Account Number:                             Coupon Number (ex: 





010222013872390)



Amount:                                             200.00*



*Please note that the payment amount may differ according to your 



specific Visa type.


4.  Present the coupon and your payment to the Western Union Agent for 



     processing.



Payment will be linked to your Form I-901 and your online payment confirmation 

will be 
available immediately at www.fmjfee.com.



Payment of the SEVIS fee is not limited to the student.  DHS will accept fee 


payment from a third party individual or institution, either in the United States or 


abroad using any of the options above.  You must pay the fee at least three 


business days prior to the scheduled date of your interview in order for the 


payment information to show up on the SEVIS system.  You should bring the I-


901 receipt with them to the Visa interview.  You can use the paper receipt as 


verification in place of the internet verification.


Completing Form I-901
1. You must have a Form I-20 or DS-2019 in order to complete the I-901.
2. You must have the Brevard College School Code:  ATL214F10048000
Applying for a Student Visa

If you are a Canadian citizen this section will not apply to you as you are visa exempt and may apply for F-1 admission directly at a U.S. port of entry with your I-20 and proof of SEVIS payment.

For Non-Canadian Citizens

Upon receipt of the Certificate of Eligibility (I-20), the student should make an appointment with the American Consulate or Embassy having jurisdiction over their place of permanent residence.  Although a student may apply at any U.S. Consular office abroad, it may be more difficult to qualify for the visa outside the country of permanent residence.


Apply for the student Visa well in advance of the date of departure to the U.S.  You must show proof of having paid the Federal SEVIS Fee when appearing for the Visa interview.  The summer period is very busy at the U.S. embassies and consulates worldwide.  Appointments are now mandatory for all student Visas, and some U.S. embassies and consulates require that appointments be made at least four to eight weeks in advance.  All U.S. embassies and consulates have a website for the latest information on visa procedures.  Visits htravel.state.gov/ to locate the nearest embassy or consulate.

What to Bring to the Visa Interview
· Passport

· Required photo(s)

· Visa fee or proof of visa fee payment

· Federal SEVIS Fee payment receipt

· U.S. non-immigrant visa application forms (unless completing them at the consulate or embassy)

· Brevard College Admission Letter

· Brevard College SEVIS I-20

· Test scores and academic records

· Proof of English proficiency

· Proof of financial support

· Evidence of ties to your home country

· Any other documents required by the embassy or consulate

Other Information about Enrolling at Brevard College
Enrollment Fee
You are required to pay an Enrollment Fee prior to enrolling and prior to the I-20 processing.
Health Insurance
Health Insurance Coverage is required.    If you are currently ensured, be sure your policy is valid in the United States.  If your policy is not valid, or if you do not currently have coverage, please take the necessary steps to obtain coverage.  One solution is a cost effective policy through COMPASS, www.compassstudenthealthinsurance.com. Other options are available as well.

Immunizations
North Carolina immunization laws for international students are currently being finalized.  You will receive information with the required immunizations in this packet, but international students must also provide documentation of TB (tuberculosis) immunization.
Brevard College Catalogue and Student Handbook
International Students should refer to both the College Catalogue and Student Handbook for guidelines, deadlines and requirements regarding academic and behavioral requirements.   Students will receive copies of both upon arrival to campus but both are available at www.brevard.edu. 
Office of Admission Contact Information

David Volrath
Director of Admissions and Financial Aid/Designated School Official (DSO)
828.884.8367 Direct

828.884.3790 fax

David.Volrath@brevard.edu
Marias Watson

International Admissions Counselor

828.884.8334

828.884.3790

Marias.Watson@brevard.edu
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